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ACROSS:
1. Strange timepiece trend caught en route (11)
6. Soak up soup without you (3)
9. So Lee bit MC, confusing them for food (10)
12. Fusses made about soda (4)
15. Lee went back to get unagi (3)
17. Student worker has friend on the inside (10)
19. Elect right person to make the choice (5)
20. Sit back to have an affirmative contraction (3)
21. Bashfully hides smut (3)
22. Brown peas I mashed (5)
23. Zorba finds a letter amongst the 
rhododendrons (3)
24. Medical record begins nine hours in (1,1,1)
25. Count may be a gas (5)
27. Modelled a short weekend day (3)
28. Tiny crosses precede sulphur (1,1,1)
29. Ha! Eve sorted out lug (5)
31. Gap I’m smart about shows my tendency to 
work with what I’ve got (10)
33. Initially up really late typing web address (1,1,1)
34. Lump left in fish (4)
35. Comedian Connolly? (5,5)
39. Quick swim in sauce (3)
40. Only part Tim mixed up was in the manner of 
being significant (11)

DOWN:
1. Nell’s leaving snivelly creeper (3)
2. O dirt stain! A mess is all we pass down (10)
3. Health authority could decry covid, for a start 
(1,1,1)
4. Englishman mentioned apple in France (3)
5. Support weasel losing direction (5)
7. Pride needs time to evolve, but it’s sure to 
happen (11)
8. Will you take Lou? He’s cunning (4)
10. Marx returns as TV host (5)
11. Organised elite patch using mental energy (10)
13. I’ll leave O’Neill, then he’ll be single (3)
14. Red fruit is in bubbly starry brew (10)
16. Put forth question after being done with former 
lover: too vulnerable? (11)
18. Take sports class from passé old donkey (3)
20. Change mutant to an equivalent (10)
26. Some beggars are kicked out of bars – sounds 
like it’s over (3)
27. Atheism allows us to find little within (5)
30. Les mingles in class for non-native speakers 
(1,1,1)
31. Drag E.T. away from chicken (4)
32. Egg white lost directions to Beatles’ white (5)
36. Card game in the bathroom? (3)
37. However, I leave the alpine bigfoot (3)
38. Cry at waterfront (3)


